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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, IT, US, SF 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED ITALIAN MILITARY SALES TO SOUTH AFRICA 

1 . ARTICLE (APPARENTLY PART OF A SERIES) WHICH APPEARED 
IN ROME DAILY REPUBBLICA (LEFT-INDEPENDENT) AUGUST 6 BY- 
LINED FUDOLFO BRANCOLI, REPORTS TESTIMONY BEFORE U.S. 
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE (UNIDENTIFIED) BY ONE SEAN 
GERVASI, ALLEGING HEAVY ITALIAN INVOLVEMENT IN SOUTH 
AFRICAN ARMS TRADE. 

2. GERVASI, DESCRIBED AS "AMERICAN RESEARCHER", LONG- 
TIME CONSULTANT TO THE UN AND SPECIALIST IN SOUTH 
AFRICAN POLITICAL MILITARY AFFAIRS", IS QUOTED AS ASSERT- 
ING FOLLOWING ITALIAN MILITARY EQUIPMENT DELIVERED TO 
SOUTH AFRICA: 300 AERMACCHI MB-326 AND 100 MB326K 
AIRCRAFT , 25 205-A IROQUOIS HELICOPTERS BUILT BY 
AGUSTA UNDER BELL LICENSE, 400 Ml 13 AL ARMORED CARS 
BUILT BY OTO-MELARA UNDER FMC LICENSE, AND 50 M-109 
155MM GUNS (OTO-MELARA UNDER U.S. LICENSE) MOUNTED ON 
TANKS. ACCORDING TO TESTIMONY AS REPORTED, THE 
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ARMORED CARS ARE STILL BEING DELIVERED. ARTICLE 
CONTAINS NOT UNEXPECTED INNUENDO: POSSIBILITY OF 
THIRD COUNTRY INVOLVEMENT IN TRANSFER OF THE EQUIP- 
MENT (LIBYA, PORTUGAL, ANGOLA AND MOZAMBIQUE ARE 
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED— THE LATTER TWO PRESUMABLY 
IN PRE-INDEPENDENCE PERIOD); AMERICAN USE OF ITALIAN 
LICENCEES TO ARM SOUTH AFRICA. 
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3. IN A CALL TO THE EMBASSY, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS HAS ASSERTED THAT INFORMATION IN THE ARTICLE 

IS LARGELY AND OUTRAGEOUSLY FABRICATED. THE MINISTRY 

IS CONSIDERING WAYS IN WHICH A RESPONSE TO THE 

ALLEGATIONS CAN BE MADE AND REQUESTED EMBASSY ADVICE AS 

TO CREDENTIALS OF SEAN GERVASI AND IDENTIFICATION OF 

COMMITTEE BEFORE WHICH HE TESTIFIED. MINISTRY WOULD 

APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION WE CAN PROVIDE THAT 

MIGHT HELP REFUTE FOLLOWING ALLEGATION REPORTEDLY MADE BY GERVASI: 

"SINCE ITALY HAS ADHERED TO THE EMBARGO AND SAYS IT 

RESPECTS IT RIGOROUSLY. IT WOULD BE WORTH ASKING WHAT 

SYSTEM IS USED TO PUT IT INTO PRACTICE. HAVE SPECIAL 

DIRECTIVES BEEN ISSUED OR NOT? IF YES, ARE THERE 

’OPENINGS’ WHICH PERMIT THE SALE OF ARMS? AS FOR THE 

U.S., I CAN SAY THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE REFUSES 

TO MAKE THESE DIRECTIVES PUBLIC MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE TO 

ESTABLISH IF IN THE GAME OF LICENSES THERE IS A FORMAL 

VIOLATION OF THE RULES.".HOLMES 
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